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protested. The point about Admiral Limpus made a deep
impression on Grey. He began to see that he might be
getting into a very illogical position if he should demand
that General Liman give up the command of a single
Turkish Army Corps in Constantinople while Admiral
Limpus kept the command over the whole Turkish fleet.
He may well have imagined the poor figure he would cut
in the House of Commons if he were questioned and forced
to defend such an illogical attitude. As the Russian Am-
bassador ruefully reported a few days later: "Grey did not
know until now the exact details of the contract of the
British Admiral. . . , The position of the British Admiral
really furnishes Germany with an argument which is caus-
ing difficulties here. Nicolson has spoken to me about it
several times.7'289
In addition to Kiihlmamfs arguments, Grey was also
put on his guard against Sazonov's maneuvers by the cor-
rect information which he began to get from Sir Louis
Mallet in Constantinople: the importance of continuing
the Anglo-German cooperation in the construction of naval
docks for Turkey at Ismid; Admiral Limpus' declaration
that his powers were really wider than General Liman's;
the fact that he had leased the house in Constantinople
picked out for the German General; and finally Sir Louis
Mallet's warning that out of the Russian demands for
Liman's withdrawal might easily arise a dangerous situa-
tion like the French demand for the withdrawal of the
HohenzoUern Candidacy in 1870.290
289Benckendorff to Sazonov, Tg. Nov. 29/Dec. 12, 1913; M.F.R.,
p. 657; Siebert-Schreiner, p. 688. Cf. also Tg. 813, Dec. 1/14: "I asked
Nicolson, for what reason Grey had changed his original standpoint. He
replied, that meantime details concerning the position of the British Ad-
miral in Constantinople had come to hand from the Bntish Ambassador
in Constantinople, which had deprived Grey of every possibility of agree-
ing to the draft proposed by you."
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